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EXPERIENCING the POWER of “ONE ACCORD”

“...they lifted up their voice to God with one accord...And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:24, 31-33 (KJV)

This Week’s Thought — April 1, 2016

Hello to All and Happy Friday!

April Fools' Day (sometimes called All Fools' Day) is celebrated every year on 1 April by
playing practical jokes and spreading hoaxes. The jokes and their victims are called April fools.
People playing April Fool jokes expose their prank by shouting April Fool. Thus, my wanting
all of you to know that my touching base with you on the start of this brand new month of April,
is indeed NO April Fool.

“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And | heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and
he will dwell with them. ” (Revelation 21:1-3)

As we all continue to see, read about, watch, think about, discuss and even shake our heads about from
time to time, regarding all of the various things going on and happening in our communities, country
and around the world; it's no wonder millions of dollars are spent designing and building luxury resorts
fully adorned with exotic spas, private pools, the finest of foods and a service experience full of adult
pampering all in an attempt to create environments that exclude any angst, stress or worry. The
problem is, these attempts or efforts are temporary at best. Like Cinderella who experienced a magical
night with the Prince at his palace, she eventually went back to her real world.

Fortunately for followers of Jesus there is eternal extravagance to anticipate- created by the Creator.
Heaven is more than absence of sin, it is the presence of God—His dwelling place. John’s description of
heaven depicts the Old Testament tabernacle—God’s dwelling place—a place of worship. The very
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important thing to know and fact to understand however; is that instead of giving just the priest limited
access—all who worship Jesus the great High Priest have unlimited access to God’s dwelling place. In
heaven the purified bride of Christ—His church—is qualified to experience the pure presence of the Lord
at all times. He dwells with heaven’s inhabitants and they dwell with Him. Christ dwells with His children
on earth, but one day His children will dwell with Him in heaven: perpetual, perfect and pure!

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being. So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love.” (Ephesians 3:16-17)

Is Jesus at home in your heart? Does He have access to all aspects of your life? Genuine faith permeates
your relationships, finances, free time and work. The heart is the Holy Spirit’s haven. Sin is not
comfortable or welcome in a heart where the Spirit takes sanctuary. Fear flees in the face of a faith filled
heart, established in love. You may wonder, what are my priorities? How do | balance all that needs to
get done? Start by inviting the Holy Spirit’s fullness into your heart. A heart where the Lord richly dwells,
enjoys the Spirit’s inner strength. Dwell with God in peace!

Faith is able to see ahead and anticipate the unseen glory of being with God for eternity. When we fully
experience Christ dwelling in our hearts, we are able to get a glimpse of what it will be like to dwell with
God in heaven. Our imperfect love will be perfected by the perfect love of the Lamb—Jesus. Our hurried
worship will be transformed into unhurried worship with the angels in the Holy City. God’s dwelling
place is the destination of broken people on their way to heaven’s wholeness. A heart where Christ
dwells is our engagement with an eye toward dwelling together forever.

This indeed my friends is no practical joke, prank or hoax that | am sharing on this day, to then expose
by shouting April Fool. This is absolute, unwavering, unchanging, permanent, universal truth!

“But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life
because of righteousness.” (Romans 8:10)

Thoughtful prayer for the day: “Heavenly Father, | pray for Christ to dwell richly in my heart, so | can
richly live and give to others, as You have graciously and generously given to me.”

Have a great day and weekend,
Pastor King



