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EXPERIENCING the POWER of “ONE ACCORD”

“...they lifted up their voice to God with one accord...And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:24, 31-33 (KJV)
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This Week’s Thought — October 23, 2016

“And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.” Matthew 11:14 (NIV)

Hard words, hard people, and hard situations are hard to accept. Do you or someone you know
feel like you are between a rock and a hard place? Do your options seem like they have dried up?
Is your energy to press forward depleted? Perhaps it is time to accept the cold, hard facts of
where you find yourself. Reality has a way of catching up with our denial.

It is okay to be optimistic, but not to the peril of ignoring your predicament. Are emotional
reactions driving your decisions, or do you prayerfully process the facts clearly and objectively
with wise input from others you trust? Do you need to give up something—your house, your car,
your career, your travel, or your expectations? What is the Lord asking you to give up so that you
can gain Him and His peace? Acceptance requires action.

Furthermore, there are people who require additional patience and grace to accept. Have others
wronged you to the point that your resentment is blocking your acceptance of them? You may
justify your rejection of them because of their rejection of you. For example, children and
parents can let us down and even devastate us, but Christians do not have the option of not
accepting them for who they are. Love accepts even unworthy recipients.

Do you find yourself in a situation where you do not feel accepted—a new job, in-laws, a new
school, a new city, a new relationship? You can stew in self-pity, or you can take the initiative to
reach out to your rejecters. Kindness reaches out and rejects rejection. “A man who has friends
must himself be friendly.” (Proverbs 18:24 NKJV)
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Above all, are you willing to accept God’s call on your life? When His will is uncomfortable and
uncertain, will you still go there in trust? Start by accepting Christ by faith as your Savior and
Lord, and then continue to accept His commands as evidence that you are His disciple.
Acceptance of the Lord allows you to love Him and other people. Acceptance cannot continue
alone, but is accelerated and accompanied by the Almighty’s grace and love.

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Welcome challenging
times as opportunities to trust Me. You have Me beside you and My Spirit within you, so
no set of circumstances is too much for you to handle. When the path before is dotted with
difficulties, beware of measuring your strength against those challenges. That calculation is
certain to riddle you with anxiety. Without Me, you wouldn’t make it past the first hurdle.
The way to walk through demanding days is to grip My hand tightly and stay in close
communication with Me. Regardless of the days problems, | can keep you in perfect Peace
as you stay close to Me.” (James 1:2; Philippians 4:13; Isaiah 26:3)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



