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ALL INTO BUILD FOR OUR FUTURE

“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us: therefore we His servants will arise and
build...So we built...for the people had a mind to work. A good person leaves an
inheritance for their children’s children...” Nehemiah 2:20; 4:6; Proverbs 13:22
(NKJV)

This Week’s Thought — October 22, 2017

“Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. °® And having
been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.” Hebrews 5:8-9
(NKJV)

Obedience to God is the heartbeat of Jesus. He learned and modeled obedience, and suffering
was the incubator in which His obedience grew. The best lessons we learn seem to come out of
suffering. Anyone can obey when it is easy, but in the fire of adversity and pain, our obedience is
put to the test. Will we obey even when it hurts, even when it costs us dearly, even when we
don’t want to, even when we are uncertain of the outcome? Obedience’s tests, unmask our
motive. Untested obedience may just be the result of convenience.

So be prepared to obey, just because you know it is the right thing to do, when no one else but
God will ever know. He is watching to see if we will obey Him when no one else knows. Jesus
knows from first-hand experience that obedience is what makes us more like Him. We
experience Him in our acts of obedience; He assures us in our obedience; He loves us in our
obedience; He empowers us in our obedience; God shows up in the middle of our obedience. It is
so important to Him that He makes it a priority to bless our obedience. His blessing may not be
recognized immediately. It may take months or years before we enjoy the fruit of our obedience
to pray.

This is especially true when things are going well. It seems like we don’t need God when we are
fine. We unwisely drop our prayer guard and are exposed to a punch in the face by our
adversary, Satan. The reality is that success and prosperity need to propel us to pray more.
Progress demands prayer. How can we maintain this level of achievement or move forward to
congueror new horizons without obedience in prayer? Success reveals a different type of
suffering. We suffer from isolation, greed, and pride. Without obediently seeking Him, we fail
where it matters most. God smiled on our efforts and brought success.
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He is the author of progress by His providence; therefore, we obey Him with our prayers. We
obediently point our prayers toward heaven, often and aggressively.

When you passed from death to life, from darkness to light, you became a new creation in Christ.
Your name changed from self to selfless, you went from control to trust, from disobedient to
obedient. As Jesus-followers, you represent heaven on earth; you are the face of your heavenly
Father. You obey Him because there is a higher purpose in life. You are ambassadors for
Almighty God, hosts for heaven, and greeters for God. Therefore, even in adversity you obey, so
you obey your way to obedience. You obey because you are His, you learn obedience from what
you suffer. Obedience is God’s ointment for living.

The Bible says, “See, | am setting before you today a blessing and a curse—the blessing if you
obey the commands of the LORD your God that | am giving you today; the curse if you disobey
the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by
following other gods, which you have not known.” (Deuteronomy 11:26-28) You obey Him
because you are His!

Application: What issue or person do you need to surrender to the Lord with complete and
instant obedience?

Prayer of reflection you might pray this week: “Heavenly Father, | pray You will lead me
in where | should go and in what | should do. Help me do today the things that matter and
not to waste any of the time | have. I realize that the moments | have are precious, so teach
me to number my days and spend them right. Fill me this day with Your kindness, that |
may be glad and rejoice all the days of my life. Assist me to live a holy life and to grow in
goodness and grace that I may be strengthened throughout each day of the rest of my life. |
await Your Voice. This is my prayer in the matchless, wonderful and compassionate name
of Jesus. Amen!”

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



