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AALLLL  IINN  TTOO  BBUUIILLDD  FFOORR  OOUURR  FFUUTTUURREE  

““TThhee  GGoodd  ooff  hheeaavveenn  HHiimmsseellff  wwiillll  pprroossppeerr  uuss::  tthheerreeffoorree  wwee  HHiiss  sseerrvvaannttss  wwiillll  aarriissee  aanndd  

bbuuiilldd……SSoo  wwee  bbuuiilltt……ffoorr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  aa  mmiinndd  ttoo  wwoorrkk..  AA  ggoooodd  ppeerrssoonn  lleeaavveess  aann  

iinnhheerriittaannccee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn’’ss  cchhiillddrreenn……””  NNeehheemmiiaahh  22::2200;;  44::66;;  PPrroovveerrbbss  1133::2222  

((NNKKJJVV)) 

 

  

TThhiiss  WWeeeekk’’ss  TThhoouugghhtt  ––  NNoovveemmbbeerr  55,,  22001177  

  

“As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a 

poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has 

put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 

her poverty put in all she had to live on.” Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)

 

Throughout the Bible, we find the Lord Jesus consistently saying a similar thing: He is far more 

concerned with the motive with which you do something than He is with the act in and of itself.  

   

Is a gift of time or money to the work of the gospel a good thing? Of course. And yet, as we see 

in Luke 21, a gift given from a place of dependence and trust, even if it has little to no impact on 

a budget or financial spreadsheet, is to be desired more than millions of dollars given without 

any thought or devotion.  

   

As you read this today, you might be facing very real financial challenges. You may wonder how 

you could possibly foster a lifestyle of generosity when you’re unsure of where your next meal 

will come from or how you will pay bills at the end of the month. Yet, as real as those concerns 

may be, none of us, whether we are rich or poor, are exempt from a lifestyle of generosity.  

   

Generosity is the currency of God’s Kingdom. In a world where people often seek to gain all that 

they can for their own self-protection and self-preservation, God invites us, regardless of our 

economic means, to live a life that is fundamentally oriented to the needs of the other! This is the 

very heart of God’s rescue mission in Jesus. He loved the world so much that he gave in the most 

costly way; (John 3:16) and if we are to be conformed to the likeness of Jesus, we must likewise 

learn what it means to embrace these Kingdom economics of giving.  

   

True Kingdom generosity is only possible when we realize our safety, security, and source of 

hope is found in the Lord’s care for us, not in our own abundance or in our lack of means.  
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When we give out of our abundance without a true heart for God’s Kingdom, we show that our 

ultimate trust is in our wealth and resources, not in the loving goodness of God. Likewise, when 

we cling to our limited funds in our poverty, we show that we have not fully accepted the Lord’s 

promise to us and are instead still enslaved to fear.  

   

God’s Kingdom is a Kingdom built upon a foundation of radical generosity, and the Lord is 

inviting you today, whatever your means may be, to join Him in this life of self-giving love!  

   

Application: Do you give from your abundance without much thought or care given to the state 

of your heart before the Lord? In a similar way, have you yet to encounter the joy of giving due 

to the fear that there won’t be enough left for you?  Take a “giving audit” this week (of your 

time, talents and treasures), and discern afresh what it means for you to embrace Kingdom 

economics in your life today!  

   

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “I’ve told you these 

things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, and your joy wholly mature. This is 

my command: Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put 

your life on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I 

command you. I’m no longer calling you servants because servants don’t understand what 

their master is thinking and planning. No, I’ve named you friends because I’ve let you in 

on everything I’ve heard from the Father. You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, 

and put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you 

ask the Father in relation to me, he gives you. “But remember the root command: Love one 

another.” John 15:11-17 (MSG)  

 

“And then God answered: "Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so 

that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It 

aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait. 

It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG) 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor King 


