First Baptist Church of West College Hill – From the Pastor’s Desk
Page 1
March 18, 2018

Theme for 2018
WE ARE THE ARMY OF GOD &
WE ARE ARMED AND DANGEROUS!
“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV)

This Week’s Thought – March 18, 2018
“For seven days they celebrated with joy the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because the Lord had
filled them with joy by changing the attitude of the king of Assyria, so that he assisted them in the
work on the house of God, the God of Israel.” Ezra 6:22 (NIV)
Attitude is everything! It can lift you up or bring you down. It is the barometer of your heart. If
your heart is not right, your attitude will suffer. Attitude is critical because it influences your
course of action. If your attitude is negative, then your words and your behavior will be too.
There is a difference in being a realist about negative circumstances, and living with a chronic
bad attitude.
The attitude that Jesus exhibited was one of humility and servant leadership. His attitude
reflected submission to His heavenly Father, which resulted in service, generosity, and love for
people. Jesus was joyful and hopeful because He rested in the will of God. Do not allow others’
bad attitude to influence yours. Be the attitude influencer instead. Greet a frown with a smile,
crush criticism with affirmation, and listen patiently until fury loses its steam. A positive attitude
will eventually outlast and overpower a negative one. Most of all, pray for those who thrive on
negativity. Pray for them to be set free from their hurt, anger, guilt, and insecurity. God has you
in their lives to reflect the Almighty and to encourage an attitude adjustment through Him.
God is the genesis of a right attitude. He is the right attitude sustainer. He wants His attitude to
be our attitude. This is why you need a daily attitude alignment from your heavenly Father. Each
day, your attitude gets knocked around and abused by life. If left unattended, your attitude will
drift into wrong thinking, harsh words, and bad behavior.
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Self-pity and anger can begin to replace selflessness and forgiveness. With just a little bit of
daily tweaking, your attitude stays in line with His. It is subtle, but sometimes attitudes need to
be adjusted moment by moment.
Lastly, slow down and pray when you feel your attitude eroding. When you’re in the midst of a
bad attitude, don’t make important decisions; the time isn’t right for that. You will regret every
decision you make during a time of emotional upheaval. Be patient, and wait until your anger has
subsided, your heart is cleansed, and your attitude is objective. Almighty God is into attitudes
that trust Him and reach out to others with compassion and understanding. Open-minded and
reasonable attitudes lead to rich and robust relationships. Anyone can be negative; so don’t be
anyone, be different! Allow God to shape your attitude on the anvil of His heart.
Application: An attitude molded by God is infectious and transforming. Allow Him to change
yours, and then trust Him to change another’s. “Your attitude should be the same as that of
Christ Jesus…” (Philippians 2:5)
Prayer of reflection you might pray this week: “Dear Heavenly Father, I am coming to You
because my attitude is really preventing me from enjoying my life, and life is quickly
passing me by. I realize that things have not changed because I have not changed my
thinking. This mentality will continue to hold me back from being the kind of friend,
parent, spouse, brother/sister, son/daughter that You have designed me to be. The whole
world does not revolve around me, yet for some reason I feel like I have become a victim of
my circumstances.
I chose to fashion my existence around Your Word. Anything below that is not the
standard that will bring me a fulfilling life. Lord, hold my hand as You lead me to this new
way of thinking. I trust that You will show me all that I need to know to embrace all the
good You have brought to me. This is my prayer in the matchless, wonderful and
compassionate name of Jesus, Amen!”
“And then God answered: "Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)
Yours in Christ, Pastor King

