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TThheemmee  ffoorr  22001188  

WWEE  AARREE  TTHHEE  AARRMMYY  OOFF  GGOODD  &&    

WWEE  AARREE  AARRMMEEDD  AANNDD  DDAANNGGEERROOUUSS!!  

““FFoorr  tthhoouugghh  wwee  lliivvee  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  wwee  ddoo  nnoott  wwaaggee  wwaarr  aass  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ddooeess..  TThhee  

wweeaappoonnss  wwee  ffiigghhtt  wwiitthh  aarree  nnoott  tthhee  wweeaappoonnss  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  OOnn  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  

ddiivviinnee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ddeemmoolliisshh  ssttrroonngghhoollddss..  WWee  ddeemmoolliisshh  aarrgguummeennttss  aanndd  eevveerryy  pprreetteennssiioonn  

tthhaatt  sseettss  iittsseellff  uupp  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  wwee  ttaakkee  ccaappttiivvee  eevveerryy  tthhoouugghhtt  ttoo  

mmaakkee  iitt  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  CChhrriisstt..””  22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1100::33--55  ((NNIIVV))  

 

  

TThhiiss  WWeeeekk’’ss  TThhoouugghhtt  ––  AApprriill  1155,,  22001188  

“But I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more.” Psalm 71:14 (ESV)

 

For a lot of people, hope seems to be elusive and conditional. They may feel hopeful on a certain 

day or in a season of life, yet circumstances and situations can change that cause hope to 

dissipate; quickly being replaced with their doubts and fears. How can we join the psalmist in 

this bold proclamation that we will “hope continually”?  

   

Hope is not the denial of pain or sorrow, but is the steadfast belief that our fears do not have the 

last word. Christians are not asked to ignore or dismiss the reality of suffering and injustice in 

this world and in our own lives. We are never asked to simply put on a happy face and pretend 

all is well. Especially as people who follow Jesus in the way of the cross; to be with Jesus is to 

be in places of chaos and brokenness. He invites us into these places to join Him in speaking life 

where there is death, proclaiming hope where there is despair.  

   

We grieve and we cry out for justice, but we hear St. Paul’s words to us, reminding us that we 

“do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13)  

   

Christians follow a crucified Lord who took every fear, every pain, and every doubt upon 

Himself on the cross. Yet, we also follow a resurrected Savior, one for whom the cross was not 

the end but the culmination of His mission to bring hope to the whole of creation.  
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Hoping continually in all times, places, and circumstances is not blind optimism or wishful 

thinking, but is rooted in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Paradoxically, it is the celebration 

of our limitations! For hope to be genuine—a Christian hope and not simply positive thinking—

we must embrace our inability to heal our own wounds or free ourselves from the things that 

bind and enslave us. Hope is surrender, turning to Jesus and asking Him to work in our lives a 

freedom and a hope that we are powerless to do in our on strength.  

   

Look to Jesus today and rejoice in the glory of the resurrection. As you do you will find strength 

for the journey and a hope that will never fade!  

   

“The LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.” (Psalm 

147:11)  

   

Application: Where have your circumstances caused you to lose hope? How can your reflection 

upon the Lord and His unfailing sacrificial love bring you hope into even the darkest of places?  

   

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Stay conscious of Me as 

you go through the day, remembering that I never leave your side. Let the Holy Spirit 

guide you step by step, protecting you from unnecessary trials and equipping you to get 

through whatever must be endured. As you trudge through the sludge f this fallen world, 

keep your mind in heavenly places with Me. Thus, the Light of My Presence shines on you, 

giving you a Hope, Joy and Peace that circumstances cannot touch.” (Psalm 18:30; Isaiah 

41:13; Psalm 36:9) 

 

“And then God answered: "Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so 

that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It 

aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait. 

It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG) 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor King 


