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Theme for 2018
WE ARE THE ARMY OF GOD &

WE ARE ARMED AND DANGEROQUS!

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to

make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV)

This Week’s Thought — October 28, 2018

“Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed
ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.”
Hosea 10:12 (NIV)

We all want more of God in our lives. We long for His presence and goodness to wash over us
and those we love. Yet how often do we take the time to intentionally reflect upon the parts of
our lives that may be standing as a barrier between us and God? What are the things in your life
that keep you from moving forward in your faith journey?

At times, our struggles are clearly seen and felt. We are all too aware of our brokenness and the
ways in which it hurts those around us. You may have struggled with anger and a short temper
your entire life, to the point that people know you to be an angry and harsh person. You may be
consumed with the need for financial security and the acquisition of wealth, so much so that it
blinds you to the sacrificial call of generosity and love for neighbor that is the responsibility of
every Christian. You may have a love for food that moves beyond a healthy appreciation for the
goodness and beauty of creation and the senses, so instead becomes an addiction and coping
mechanism that keeps deeper fears and insecurities at bay.

To these and countless more examples, the Lord speaks freedom and a new way forward. He
invites us to instead “sow righteousness” and seek Him, trusting that as we do He brings freedom
and genuine change through the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives. He wants us to
reject the lie that “we are what we are” and that “some things will never change.” As Jesus once
said, “with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)
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In addition to the things we clearly struggle with, Hosea encourages us to take a step further and
tend to the “unplowed ground.” Are there God given gifts and passions deep within your heart
that you have neglected and ignored for years? Are there things that you know you were made to
do that you’ve pushed aside or ignored as impossible in this season of life? Is it possible that God
might be inviting you into a place of courage and trust, believing there is still work that He has
for you to do in new and exciting ways?

As we seek more of God in our lives, we must always remain open to the adventurous call of the
Lord Jesus. Just as we tend to the parts of our lives that are in need of his healing and grace, we
also look forward with open hearts, ready and willing to break new ground for His glory and the
sake of His Kingdom!

Application: Where do you have ‘unplowed ground’ in your life? Ask God to show you the
‘unplowed ground’ in your life and then to give you the strength and courage to enter into that
new work with joy, excitement, and wonder.

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Welcome challenging
times as opportunities to trust Me. You have Me beside you and My Spirit within you, so
no set of circumstances is too much for you to handle. When the path before you is dotted
with difficulties, beware of measuring your strength with those challenges. That calculation
is certain to riddle you with anxiety. Without Me, you wouldn’t make it past the first
hurdle. The way to walk through demanding days is to grip My hand tightly and stay in
close communication with Me. Regardless of the day’s problems; I can keep you in perfect
Peace as you stay close to Me.” (James 1:2; Philippians 4:13; Isaiah 26:3)

“And then God answered: *"*Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn’t lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



