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EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCIINNGG  tthhee  PPOOWWEERR  ooff  ““OONNEE  AACCCCOORRDD””  

  ““……tthheeyy  lliifftteedd  uupp  tthheeiirr  vvooiiccee  ttoo  GGoodd  wwiitthh  oonnee  aaccccoorrdd……AAnndd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hhaadd  pprraayyeedd,,  tthhee  

ppllaaccee  wwaass  sshhaakkeenn  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  wweerree  aasssseemmbblleedd  ttooggeetthheerr;;  aanndd  tthheeyy  wweerree  aallll  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  

tthhee  HHoollyy  GGhhoosstt,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  ssppaakkee  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  wwiitthh  bboollddnneessss..  AAnndd  tthhee  mmuullttiittuuddee  ooff  

tthheemm  tthhaatt  bbeelliieevveedd  wweerree  ooff  oonnee  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  ooff  oonnee  ssoouull::  nneeiitthheerr  ssaaiidd  aannyy  ooff  tthheemm  tthhaatt  

oouugghhtt  ooff  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ppoosssseesssseedd  wwaass  hhiiss  oowwnn;;  bbuutt  tthheeyy  hhaadd  aallll  tthhiinnggss  ccoommmmoonn..  
  AAnndd  wwiitthh  ggrreeaatt  ppoowweerr  ggaavvee  tthhee  aappoossttlleess  wwiittnneessss  ooff  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss::  

aanndd  ggrreeaatt  ggrraaccee  wwaass  uuppoonn  tthheemm  aallll..””  AAccttss  44::2244,,  3311--3333  ((KKJJVV))  

 

  

TThhiiss  WWeeeekk’’ss  TThhoouugghhtt  ––  MMaarrcchh  2200,,  22001166  

“Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet 

of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair.” John 12:3 (NIV) 

 

Have you ever noticed how easy it is to lose focus in our Christian lives? Sometimes due to the 

hardness of our hearts, we turn away from the Lord and pursue our own selfish desires in 

explicitly disobedient ways. Yet at times this distraction is far less intentional or obvious! 

Sometimes this distraction comes in the midst of good and holy things. We can volunteer at 

church, attend a small group, or read daily devotions, but we may still find ourselves distracted 

from our singular desire to know and love God.  

   

It is actually possible to do good things for God, but separate them from an intimate and 

personal knowledge of and with Him.  

   

In John 12, we meet a variety of people. We meet Martha who is busily serving dinner to Jesus 

and the guests. We meet Lazarus who is reclining at the table; and we meet Judas Iscariot, whose 

heart is so corrupt that he desires to steal money that was meant to be used to serve the poor. Yet 

none of these characters are the focus of this story. This story is told to direct our attention fully 

on Mary of Bethany and the love she has for the Lord Jesus.  

   

Mary is a picture of pure, undistracted, and complete devotion to Jesus. With perfect vision she 

sees the glory, power, and beauty of Jesus. And because of her clarity of heart and mind, she 

holds nothing back in showing her love and devotion to Him. Is your heart filled with the same 

love for Jesus that you are willing to do the same?  
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Mary’s offering of love was costly. It was extravagant. Judas accused her of excessive devotion 

to Jesus! Yet to this criticism Jesus responds, “Leave her alone.” He knows that her offering of 

love comes from a heart that is on fire with love for God. It is a heart that sees the unsurpassed 

beauty of Christ and cannot help but offer complete devotion in response. May the same be true 

of us today and each day of our lives!  

 

Let us serve the Lord faithfully and selflessly, but never as a distraction or replacement for our 

primary devotion to Him. Spend time starting today, reflecting upon the worthiness and wonder 

of Jesus, and let your heart be renewed with praise and gratitude. Then, from that place of love, 

go forth to love and serve others as a pure offering of praise and thanksgiving. 

   

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Save your best striving 

for seeking My face. I am constantly communicating with you. To find Me and hear My 

voice, you must seek Me above all else. Anything that you desire more than Me becomes an 

idol. When you are determined to get your own way, you blot Me out of your 

conscientiousness. Instead of single-mindedly pursuing some goal, talk with Me about it. If 

the goal fits My plans for you, I will help you reach it. If it is contrary to My will for you, I 

will gradually change the desire of your heart. Seek Me first and foremost; then the rest of 

your life will fall into place, piece by piece.” (1st Chronicles 16:11; Proverbs 19:21; Matthew 

6:33) 

 

“And then God answered: "Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so 

that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It 

aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait. 

It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG) 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor King 


