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EXPERIENCING the POWER of “ONE ACCORD”

“...they lifted up their voice to God with one accord...And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:24, 31-33 (KJV)
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This Week’s Thought — October 30, 2016

“When he [The Lamb—Jesus] opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about
half an hour.” Revelation 8:1 (NIV)

Sometimes silence is the best strategy. Sometimes we need to replace exhausting striving with
energizing silence. Our flesh wants to engage in an emotional debate, but our spirit says wait.
The outcome is much better when we pause for the Holy Spirit to calm down our conflicted heart
before we confront the issue. Our daily battles are best fought with faith in Jesus at the forefront.
A person may agitate us, but by God’s grace, we can refrain from a rude reaction and pray for
them. We won’t allow another’s bad day to ruin our day. God can speak clearly when we are
quiet and patient.

Heaven grew silent for thirty minutes (two minutes of quiet can feel endless!) in awe of God
Almighty and in a solemn moment of respect for the imminent destruction of earth and its
inhabitants. Evil is eventually and fully judged, secret sins or blatant bad behavior will encounter
crushing consequences, but the most dismal condition of all will be morally good people who
rejected Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their life. Heaven’s silence precedes earth’s loud
obliteration.

“This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance and rest is your
salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.” (Isaiah 30:15)

Our flesh screams for its way, but faith in the Lord’s faithfulness is foundational to our
remaining silent. Our words may delay the work of God’s Word. For example, if someone we
know is seeking wisdom from the Heavenly Father, it is better to pray with them than to assume
we know what they need to do.
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Instead of prescribing a solution for them based on our own experience, we can refer them to
Scripture references relevant to their situation. God speaks through His Word. Our silence invites
the Lord’s inner strength for our soul. Trusting resolve grows patience. In place of saying
something we may later regret, we wait on the Spirit to speak into the situation.

He may impress humility upon our heart and forgiveness on the heart of the one we let down.
God can use another caring believer to bring clarity to the confusion or a solution to the problem.
Surrender to Christ and invite Him to fight for you. Your silence releases His resources.

“The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.” Exodus 14:14 (NASB)

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Rest in Me, My child.
Give your mind a break from planning and trying to anticipate what will happen. Pray
continually asking My Spirit to take charge of the details of this day. Remember that you
are on a journey with Me. When you try to peer into the future and plan for every
possibility, you ignore your constant Companion, who sustains you moment by moment.
Remembrance of Me is a daily discipline. Never lose sight of My Presence with you. This
will keep you resting in Me all day, every day.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Psalm 139:9-10; Psalm
62:5)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



