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EXPERIENCING the POWER of “ONE ACCORD”

“...they lifted up their voice to God with one accord...And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. And the multitude of
them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that
ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them all.” Acts 4:24, 31-33 (KJV)
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This Week’s Thought — November 20, 2016

“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” Matthew 24:42
(NIV)

Have you ever noticed how easy it is to drift unintentionally through life? Workdays, school
events, social commitments, and recreational pursuits begin to blur together, with days turning to
weeks, weeks to months, and months to years. When we finally stop to catch our breath, we look
back and ask ourselves, “How did | get here?”” and even more importantly, “Is this where | want
to be?”

Christ-like living is something you and I have to intentionally, actively, and alertly pursue with
every fiber of our being. No one ever stumbles upon Christian maturity and Christ-like character
by accident, nor does it happen overnight.

If you’ve ever tried to stay awake all night, you know that the easiest way to stay awake is to
remain active and engaged in work that engages your entire person: mind, body, and soul. If you
crawl into bed, turn out the lights, and then resolve to stay awake, you’re setting yourself up for
almost certain disappointment! The same is true of our life with Christ.

The best way to “stay awake” in your faith is to stop passively drifting through life and choose
instead to passionately pursue Christ with every fiber of your being. Look to the example of
others who have stayed awake in their faith and learn from them. If you’re able, seek them out
and ask for their wisdom and advice on how to live an intentional Christian life.

Life is too short to let it pass you by. As William Wilberforce famously said, “There is no room
to be idle. There is so much misery to alleviate.”
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May we remember these words when we are tempted to idly drift through life and choose instead
to fill our lives with love of God and love of neighbor!

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Let Me show you My
way for you this day. I guide you continually so you can relax and enjoy My Presence in the
present. Living well is both a discipline and an art. Concentrate on staying close to Me, the
divine Artist. Discipline your thoughts to trust Me as | work My ways in your life. Pray
about everything; then leave outcomes up to Me. Do not fear My will, for through it I
accomplish what is best for you. Take a deep breath and dive into the depths of absolute
trust in Me. Underneath are the everlasting arms!” (Psalm 5:2-3; Isaiah 26:4; Deuteronomy
33:27)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



