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ALL INTOBUILD FOR OUR FUTURE

“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us: therefore we His servants will arise and
build...So we built...for the people had a mind to work. A good person leaves an
inheritance for their children’s children...” Nehemiah 2:20; 4:6; Proverbs 13:22
(NKJV)

This Week’s Thought — January 22, 2017

“I know, O Lord, that a man’s life is not his own, it is not for man to direct his steps.” Jeremiah

10:23 (NIV)

We do not own our lives. We have been bought with a price. (1 Corinthians 6:20) Jesus’
sacrificial blood purchased our freedom from the fire of hell, sin, and death. By faith, He owns
us. A great exchange took place when you first believed in Jesus. What’s yours became His, and
what’s His became yours. The life of Christ became your life. It is not your life to define, but
His. He has wrapped a wonderful definition around whose you are in Him. You are a child of
God. You are secure because your Savior keeps you. You are valuable because the Lord values
you. You are protected because the Almighty owns you.

Scripture gives you a family tree of faith for you to trace your religious roots. It is a mirror of
how God sees you. He sees you as accepted in His Son, though you suffer rejection from others.
Cherish and enjoy daily the acceptance of Jesus. Moreover, your mistakes are His opportunity to
affirm His acceptance. There are still consequences to your sin, but He is always available to
receive you back because you are His. He accepts and receives His own.

Furthermore, He directs His own. (Isaiah 48:17) God’s desire for you is to understand and follow
His plan for your life. Praise God it’s a step-by-step process and He directs your steps! Some
days you may feel like it is three steps forward and two steps back, but do not be discouraged or
dismayed. God is still directing your steps, though at times they seem tedious and laborious. The
Lord leads you in lockstep with His steps. In His steps is the wise way to walk. Do not run ahead
thinking you have to set a record for speed or quickness.

In fact, fast steps may cause you to backtrack and have to re-learn what God is trying to teach
you. Walk patiently with Him, and watch Him work. The Holy Spirit is your ‘step director’.
You are in His step class for instruction in His word and exercise in faith.
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Learn how to let the Lord direct your steps. Prayerfully listen to the quiet prompting from His
Spirit. Stop when you need to stop. Speed up when you need to speed up. Slow down when you
need to slow down. God directs the steps of a submitted and surrendered man or woman.

Stubbornness is hard to direct. (Psalm 81:12) Pride resists direction, and independence attempts
to self-direct. Self-direction is like traveling alone to a new destination without a map or an
orientation to your surroundings. It is futile and frustrating. It leads to fatalistic thinking. God-
directed steps, on the contrary, are a pattern of peace. You can rest in His far-reaching
perspective and otherworldly wisdom. He gives divine directions that determine His will for your
life. Step by step, He leads you. You can trust that His way is the best way. Be patient. Watch
Him work in spite of adversity and a lack of resources. Avoid a two-step with yourself. Stay in
step with your Savior. Allow your Maker to define your moves. Lockstep with the Lord is the
wisest way to walk. Resist directing your own steps trusting in your walk with Him. Allow His
direction to define your steps.

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “You can only achieve the
victorious life through living deep dependence on Me. People usually associate victory with
success: not failing or stumbling, not making mistakes. But those who are successful in
their own strength tend to go their own way, forgetting about Me. It is through problems
and failure, weakness and neediness that you learn to rely of Me. True dependence is not
simply asking Me to bless what you decided to do. It is coming to Me with an open mind
and heart, inviting Me to plan My desires within you. Enjoy the blessedness of a victorious
life through deepening your dependence on Me.” (Psalm 34:17-18; 2 Corinthians 5:7)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



