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ALL INTOBUILD FOR OUR FUTURE

“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us: therefore we His servants will arise and
build...So we built...for the people had a mind to work. A good person leaves an
inheritance for their children’s children...” Nehemiah 2:20; 4:6; Proverbs 13:22
(NKJV)

This Week’s Thought — March 5, 2017

“Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn
rains in righteousness. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as
before.” Joel 2:23 (NIV)

As a follower of Jesus you cannot remain sad. Yes, there are seasons of sadness, but you are not
meant to stay there as you walk with your Savior through gloomy times. Instead, be grateful to
God for little things such as rain, the warmth of the sun, and the cool of the night. God Almighty
is the author of all of these and He is forever creating good things for His children: relationships,
laughter, a full stomach, a good night’s rest, healthy children, etc. His blessings elicit smiles on
the face of His children. Giving gladness is a vital role of your heavenly Father; even in the
middle of severe sadness, He dispenses gladness.

The gladness of God is uncanny in its ability to keep you poised with a peaceful perspective.
People and circumstances can shell out sadness, while Christ’s compassion brings gladness.
Therefore, go to God often for the gift of gladness. Receive His laughter (Job 8:21) as a reminder
not to take ourselves, others, or situations too seriously. Fight sadness with gladness so that when
you are tempted to torture your mind with sad thoughts, you will choose instead to fill it with
glad memories of good things.

Yes, pain is ever-present. Emotional pain may emerge often, your physical pain may be
perpetual, and financial pain could be flirting with your peace of mind. Relational pain may be
assaulting you with rejection. Pain is a part of life, but do not allow pain to pin you to the mat of
victimized living. Pain will try to steal your gladness and replace it with sadness. It will show up
on your face as a scowl or a jutting jaw. Be glad instead, and allow the calm of Christ to caress
your countenance. Slow down and let your trust in the Lord massage your mind. Trust in Christ
brings you glad tidings.
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This is why we worship God in place of the things of this world. Anything outside of the Lord
has the potential to let you down. Money will fall short and even contribute to sadness. Children
can break your heart, and your spouse will make you sad. Friends will fail you, and
circumstances can crush your motivation to care, but Christ-followers have a heavenly Father
who gives gladness in the middle of sadness. Abandoning yourself to the Almighty is like tilling
fertile ground for a growing faith and a glad face. You cannot remain sad if you are fully
abandoned.

Unconditional surrender to your Savior elicits gladness, and a triumphal spirit comes from being
in Christ. Therefore, allow grace to govern your thinking, because gladness grows in a heart
overflowing with gratitude for God’s grace and all His good gifts.

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Learn to live above your
circumstances. This requires focused time with Me, the One who overcame the world.
Trouble and distress are woven into the very fabric of this perishing world. Only My L.ife
in you can empower you to face this endless flow of problems with good cheer. As you sit
quietly in My Presence, | shine Peace into your troubled mind and heart. Little by little,
you are freed from earthly shackles and lifted up above your circumstances. Rest in My
Presence, receiving Joy that no one can take away from you.” (John 16:33; Psalm 42:5; John
16:22)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



