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ALL INTOBUILD FOR OUR FUTURE

“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us: therefore we His servants will arise and
build...So we built...for the people had a mind to work. A good person leaves an
inheritance for their children’s children...” Nehemiah 2:20; 4:6; Proverbs 13:22
(NKJV)
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This Week’s Thought — April 2, 2017

“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is
right, you are blessed. Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened. But in your hearts revere
Christ as Lord.” 1 Peter 3:13-15 (NIV)

Fear paralyzes us. Whenever I’m prone to doubt or anxiety, I find these fears can freeze me in
inactivity and leave me unable to make even the simplest of decisions. One of the great
challenges in the Christian life is learning to allow perfect love to cast out all fear (1 John 4:18),
so that we can continue to journey towards life with Christ.

In these words from 1 Peter, we learn a valuable lesson in how to navigate life as Disciples of
Christ: “Do not be frightened” does not mean that life is free from threats, evil, or violence. A
simple read of human history or today’s newspaper reminds us of this truth. The world is not as
it is meant to be, and humans live with hatred towards one another and out of step with God and
creation. It is our fragmented and isolated existence that Christ came to save, making us whole
and uniting us to the Father through the work of the Spirit.

I’ve noticed that the more I read negative headlines and listen to the negativity and threats that
swirl about us, the more | am prone to Fearmongering. The things we pay attention to and
notice on a frequent basis become a part of who we are and how we see the world. Does this
mean we should simply ignore the world around us and embrace some kind of blind optimism?
Of course not. And yet, at the same time, we need to make sure we aren’t so focused on a broken
vision of the world that we lose sight of the glorious future to which we are being called!

Peter gives us a positive vision of life lived as children of the Light. Actively seek to live a good
and holy life. Focus your desires and actions on things that are true and pure. Show in word and
deed that you are living as a child of the King and a member of His coming Kingdom.
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Fearful paralysis is rooted in a lack of clarity on who God is and who you are in Christ. When we
remember that we are beloved by Christ, that his Kingdom will never fail even when storms
surround us and we feel threatened, we will move forward boldly, filled with love for God and
courage to continue our journey.

Prayer of reflection you might pray this week: “Lord, make me an instrument of Thy
peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there
is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to
console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that
we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life. This is my prayer in the matchless, wonderful and compassionate name of
Jesus, Amen!” ~ St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



