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Theme for 2018
WE ARE THE ARMY OF GOD &
WE ARE ARMED AND DANGEROUS!
“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to
make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NIV)

This Week’s Thought – April 8, 2018
“You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar
with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.”
Psalm 139:1-4 (NIV)
The Bible reminds us over and over again of the comfort and peace that comes from being
known and loved by God. We are truly known and perfectly loved, even more clearly and truly
than we know and love ourselves! In fact, it is often quite difficult for us to know ourselves well,
to discern clearly our longings, needs, and deepest desires.
Simply put, what we think we need and what we actually need is not always one in the same.
This is especially true in times of pain or suffering. We want to flag Jesus down and say, “Come
over here! I’m hurting and need you to fix this right now!” Jesus does want to heal us and
comfort us, yet He desires to heal our deepest longings and truest needs, and does so even if we
don’t know what that need is.
In the medical field, doctors often talk about treating the underlying issue rather than simply
focusing on the presenting symptom. I wonder if this is true of our spiritual lives as well. Could
it be that Jesus, the Great Physician, wants to free us from our sorrow and pain, yet does so by
working His healing into the core of our very being? In light of this, what does it mean for us to
be calm in the midst of chaos, peaceful in the most unlikely of places?
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Since God knows us better than we even know ourselves, we are free to take a deep breath, open
our hands, and with humble hearts say to God, “Even in the midst of chaos and great pain, I trust
that you know my deepest need. So I won’t try and run past you or tell you what’s best. I choose
to instead acknowledge my limitations and weakness, trusting that you are always working for
my good.”
In the mystery and beauty of God’s wisdom, instead of simply erasing pain and brokenness, He
heals it by taking it upon Himself and transforming it in the process. We see this perfectly and
powerfully on the cross as Jesus takes death upon himself so that through it he can speak life and
victory.
Take heart today and trust that the thing in your life that feels like it might be your undoing can
instead be something you offer to God for healing and restoration. Though it may seem
improbable or even impossible, nothing is too great for a God who knows you better than you
know yourself!
Application: What trial or even temptation are you facing that you need to hand over to God
with an open hand, trusting in His goodness and care for you?
Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “I Am a God of both
intricate detail and overflowing abundance. When you entrust the details of your life to Me,
you are surprised by how thoroughly I answer your petitions. I take pleasure in hearing
your prayers, so feel free to bring me your requests. Come to Me in joyful expectation of
receiving all you need—and sometimes much more! I delight in showering blessings on My
beloved children. Come to Me with open hands and heart, ready to receive all I have for
you.” (Psalm 36:7-9; Psalm 132:15; John 6:12-13)
“And then God answered: "Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)
Yours in Christ, Pastor King

