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Theme for 2019

‘The God of Another Year, is a God of Wonderful and Amazing Grace.
He is the God of Forgiveness and He is the God of Beginning Again.’

365 DAYS OF POSSIBILITIES!

“O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. Through the Lord s
mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. | will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart;

| will tell of all Your marvelous works. | will be glad and rejoice in You;
I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.”

This Week’s Thought — July 7, 2019

“They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” John 14:21
(NRSV)

365 DAYS OF POSSIBILITIES-I’ve heard discipleship described as “faith to live by and the
way to live by it.” It is a definition I find quite helpful, because often we focus on one aspect or
the other, failing to see how vital it is to hold them closely together. A faithful disciple of Jesus
will have and keep His commands.

The Christian faith is rooted in revelation, meaning God reveals Himself to us in ways that
otherwise would be unknown to us. We are not born fully aware of God’s love, neither do we
simply need to “wake up” to the spirituality within us. Paul says we were “dead in our trespasses
and sin.” (Ephesians 2:1) God draws near to us in Jesus when we are unable to draw near to Him,
and as He does, Jesus teaches us how to see the world as He sees it, how to order our lives
according to the rhythms of His goodness and grace.

It is possible to receive the commands of God and choose to reject them. There are countless
numbers of people who have grown up in and around church, heard the gospel and the way of
Jesus, yet chose to disconnect this knowledge from the lived experience of their lives. As it is
commonly said, they have “head knowledge” yet no “heart knowledge”.
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The love of God is meant to be experienced, not simply known as a set of abstract doctrines
and dogmas; and we experience this love by receiving and obeying the commandments of God.
While some people hear the word of God and choose to reject it entirely, for many of us the
temptation is far more subtle. We will happily hear and obey the parts of discipleship that cost us
little or easily integrate into our existing way of life, but that whole “death to self” bit? We’ll just
leave that for another day, or we fail to pick it up altogether.

Part of our failure to keep the commands of God is linked to our failure to believe His commands
are for our good. We do what we want to do and believe our choices will lead to our happiness
and joy. Our resistance to God’s ways is often rooted in a deeply held belief that the sacrifice we
must make will not, in fact, lead to joy but will instead lead to sorrow and misery, so why on
earth would we willingly say “yes” to such a command? The only way we will begin to truly live
as disciples of Jesus is by believing that He is pure love and goodness, and anything He asks of
us, however hard it may be, is for our good and is the path by which we enter into the perfect
love of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

On today, may the blessing of peace rest upon you...the blessing of joy abide within
you...the blessing of success and favor surround you...the blessing of love flow out through
you. May all the Blessings of the Lord be yours in abundance as you ‘Encounter the
Possibilities’ this day will bring!!

Application: Where does your life reflect a disconnect between what you know and how you
live? Ask God to remind you today of His great love, and that His commands are for our good
and His glory.

Words from the Master during your time of reflection this week: “Approach each New Day
with desire to find Me. Before you get out of bed, | have already been working to prepare
the path that will get you through this day. There are hidden treasures strategically placed
along the way. Some of the treasures are trials, designed to shake you free from earthly-
shackles. Others are blessings that reveal My Presence: sunshine, flowers, birds,
friendships, family, answered prayer. Search for deep treasure as you go through this day.
You will find Me along the way.” (Proverbs 16:9; Colossians 2:2-3; Isaiah 33:6)

“And then God answered: ""Write this. Write what you see. Write it out in big block letters so
that it can be read on the run. This vision-message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It
aches for the coming—it can hardly wait! And it doesn’t lie. If it seems slow in coming, wait.
It's on its way. It will come right on time.” Habakkuk 2:2-3 (MSG)

Yours in Christ, Pastor King





