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Theme for 2020
| AM WHAT ¢‘YOU’ SEE!

‘LORD, Open My Eyes, Help Me Believe, | Am What YOU See.’

“Your eyes are windows into your body. If you open your eyes wide in wonder and belief,
your body fills up with light...Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in
my mother’s womb. I thank you, High God—you 're breathtaking! Body and soul, I am
marvelously made! | worship in adoration—what a creation! You know me inside and out,
you know every bone in my body; You know exactly how | was made, bit by bit, how I was
sculpted from nothing into something. Like an open book, you watched me grow from
conception to birth; all the stages of my life were spread out before you. The days of my life
all prepared before 1'd even lived one day. Your thoughts—how rare, how beautiful! God,
I’ll never comprehend them! I couldn’t even begin to count them—any more than | could
count the sand of the sea. Oh, let me rise in the morning and live always with you.”
Matthew 6:22 (MSG); Psalm 139:13-18 (MSG)
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This Week’s Thought — August 16, 2020

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. As
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)

“We’re ALL in this TOGETHER.” God’s Will does not always make sense. It may not make
sense because we factor in our own understanding. If left to our understanding, we would be
miserable. There is a greater pool of knowledge reserved for us in Christ. Do not underestimate
its value and availability. It is valuable because of the Divine direction that can save us from
running down paths that waste our time and the time of others. God’s way may not make sense
now, but it will later. His thoughts and ways are easily accessible by faith.

Faith is our constant connection to God-thinking. We cannot live the Christian life without the
grace of God. God’s way is the grace way. We give Him glory and He gives us grace. We give
Him praise and He gives us peace. We give Him worship and He gives us confidence. This is the
way of God. He created the original “road less traveled.” (Matthew 7:13-14) Avoid the mindless
masses and follow God. His ways may not be the most popular, but they are the most productive.
His thoughts transcend our thoughts.
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God-thinking takes discipline, but you as a follower of Christ, you can think God-thoughts. You
can think like God because you have the mind of Christ: “For, “Who can know the Lord’s
thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him?” But we understand these things, for we have the
mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16)

Your conversion experience infused you with a new worldview. No longer are you limited by
what you can do, but by faith, you anticipate what God can do through you. Instead of thinking
self-centered thoughts, you focus on God-centric thinking. When you think like Jesus, you do not
have to be in control. You trust Him to handle people and circumstances in His timing. This is
tapping into the mind of Christ to renew your thinking on a moment-by-moment basis. God-
thinking is only a faith-step away.

Think God-sized thoughts, and expect God-sized results. Make His ways your ways and
incorporate His thinking into your thinking. It may seem peculiar at first, and others may label
you as strange, but you know better. This is elevated-thinking, and when your thinking is right,
you can’t go wrong.

“And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent
and worthy of praise.” (Philippians 4:8)

“I am who You say | am! | am God’s workmanship, created in Christ unto good works.
(Ephesians 2:10) I am an ambassador for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). | am part of a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people (1 Peter 2:9). | am greatly
loved by God (Ephesians 2:4; Colossians 3:12). l AM WHAT ‘YOU’SEE!”

Application: Seek wisdom from the Lord above in order to make wise decisions here below.
Ask Him to help you to be more objective and not just led by your own thoughts, emotions or
feelings.

Prayer of reflection you might pray this week: “Lord, today's a new day, a chance for a
new start. Yesterday is gone and with it any regrets, mistakes, or failures I may have
experienced. It's a good day to be glad and give thanks, and I do, Lord. Thank you for
today, a new opportunity to love, give, and be all that You want me to be. Feed me today
with Your daily bread...the Bread of Life. Help me to set my thoughts on things above and
to speak only what will help and encourage others. Help me guard the affections of my
heart today. Make whatever work | do be marked with excellence rather than
perfectionism, as | seek not to make a name, but to make a difference. Help me to treat
each person I encounter as you would, with respect and love, forgiving others and asking
for forgiveness myself when needed. Keep my feet from stumbling and my mind from
wandering into distractions that could steal precious time and energy from the most
important things you have designed for me. This is my prayer in the matchless, wonderful
and compassionate name of Jesus, Amen!”

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



