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Theme for 2020
| AM WHAT ¢‘YOU’ SEE!

‘LORD, Open My Eyes, Help Me Believe, | Am What YOU See.’

“Your eyes are windows into your body. If you open your eyes wide in wonder and belief,
your body fills up with light...Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in
my mother’s womb. I thank you, High God—you 're breathtaking! Body and soul, I am
marvelously made! | worship in adoration—what a creation! You know me inside and out,
you know every bone in my body; You know exactly how | was made, bit by bit, how I was
sculpted from nothing into something. Like an open book, you watched me grow from
conception to birth; all the stages of my life were spread out before you. The days of my life
all prepared before 1'd even lived one day. Your thoughts—how rare, how beautiful! God,
I’ll never comprehend them! I couldn’t even begin to count them—any more than | could
count the sand of the sea. Oh, let me rise in the morning and live always with you.”
Matthew 6:22 (MSG); Psalm 139:13-18 (MSG)
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This Week’s Thought — December 13, 20200

“I believe that | shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the
Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:13-14 (ESV)

“We’re ALL in this TOGETHER.” There are times in all our lives when we feel the pressure
of trouble and we cry out, “Lord, deliver me now!” But still, in our distress, we want to
immediately move forward, find the answer, solve the problem, bypass the crisis, and save
ourselves. However, there are times God doesn’t want us to fix it ourselves. He wants us to stand
still and wait for Him to deliver us so we depend on Him, and He can show Himself faithful,
loving, powerful, and mighty.

In Exodus 14, God led the Israelites to the Red Sea—but they were in a tight spot. Pharaoh’s
army was approaching quickly and there was nowhere to run and hide. The mountains on both
sides were bare without trees or caves. What could they do?

In their moment of trouble, the Lord said through Moses, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you
see today, you shall see again no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold
your peace.” Exodus 14:13-14
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In their trial, the Lord wanted to press them into a place where they could not help themselves so
they would see that He alone was their Deliverer. He pressed them into a tight spot so they
would be forced to rely on Him alone. When God has called you to stand still, when you have
been pressed into a narrow place without escape, He wants to show Himself faithful to you.

Standing still means you choose to quiet the part of you that wants to soothe your own
anxiousness by choosing a direction or an answer right now. Standing still means you choose to
be okay with the “not yet” while you wait for God’s salvation. In standing still, rather than
moving forward, you make a declaration to yourself, and to others around you, that you have
faith and that you’re not leaning on your own wisdom to figure it out.

In standing still, you choose not to listen to shouting voices that say you are wasting your time,
that you must move or miss out, that you will lose the progress you have made by not doing
anything, or that you will be destroyed. Standing still means you don’t frantically try to
orchestrate your own deliverance while you say you trust God. Instead, you focus on Jesus to
steady you. But standing still doesn’t mean you aren’t doing anything; it means you are waiting
for God’s best. Rather than push for a quick answer, or rush through the first open door that
looks like it could solve your problem, you wait for Him. Standing still means you don’t give
into fear. Instead, you trust in the certainty of God’s faithfulness and love. It’s not easy to trust
and stand still when there are threats and trouble all around. Could it be that the problems you
are experiencing now are God’s opportunity to reveal that He loves you more than you can
imagine?

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. | will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

“l am who You say | am! I am God’s workmanship, created in Christ unto good works.
(Ephesians 2:10) I am an ambassador for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). | am part of a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people (1 Peter 2:9). | am greatly
loved by God (Ephesians 2:4; Colossians 3:12).  AM WHAT ‘YOU’SEE!”

Application: During those times when you know you should stand still and not move forward,
what are the internal obstacles that can keep you from obeying the Lord?

Prayer of reflection you might pray this week: “Dear Lord, when | am pressed into a tight
spot, my first response is to try and save myself, to try and fix the problem. Please help me
to listen to see if You want me just to stand still and wait for You. Steady my trust in You
so that it never wavers, no matter what battles | face on this earth. | thank You for the
many promises You have spoken over my life, and | place my trust in You. This is my
prayer in the matchless, wonderful and compassionate Name of Jesus, Amen!”

Yours in Christ, Pastor King



